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South Korean Civilian Abductees and Korean War Armistice Talks
: Analysis of Abductee Lists and Armistice Conference Proceedings

With the approach of the 60th anniversary of the Korean War Armistice, 
the issue of the South Korean civilian abductees must be resolved in 
order to bring institutional closure to the Korean War. As such, this 
question can serve as a starting point and criterion for the improvement 
of inter-Korean relations. There is substantial evidence proving that the 
North Korean authorities planned to abduct significant numbers of South 
Korean civilians during the Korean War. Yet, such evidence is only 
partial and indirect. However, the general trend of abductions by the 
North Korean authorities can be inferred from information on 96,013 
abductees from five different lists, including the date, location, age, and 
profession, in relation to the North Korean invasion plan. The reasons for 
the persistence of the issue of South Korean civilian abductees originate 
from the fact that the Korean War ended without victory or defeat, and 
the self-legitimized behavior of the North Koreans based on their militant 
ideology. Notwithstanding, the key difficulties involved in resolving this 
issue are inherent from the Armistice Talks. 

Key Words : Civilian Abductees, Abductee List, Agenda Item 4
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